
July 2026 

FSOP Funding Available 
The USDA NIFA recently released the Notification of Funding Opportunity for the 
Food Safety Outreach Program grants.  Applications are due July 20.  If you need a 
letter of support from the NCR FSMA, please let Ellen know by July 16.  There are 
three separate programs- Community Outreach Programs; Collaborative Education 
and Training; and Technical Assistance/Grant Writing.  If you are looking for recent 
stasticis to include in your application’s background information, keep reading for 
new reports from the Centers for Disease Control and the World Health 
Organization. 

FSOP Application Assistance Webinar (tomorrow) 
USDA NIFA Food Safety Outreach Program (FSOP) Grants NOFO Webinar 
Date: July 1, 2026 
Time: 2:00 PM CST 
Hosted by: Texas Tech University, Louisiana State University, and Alabama A&M University Grant 
Writing Team 

What You’ll Learn: 
Join them for an overview of the 2026 USDA NIFA Food Safety Outreach Program (FSOP) funding 
opportunities. This webinar will cover: 
•  Community Outreach Projects 
•  Collaborative Education & Training Projects 
•  Technical Assistance – Grant Writing Skills Projects 
This webinar will also provide guidance on the application process, with proposals due July 20. 

FDA Call 
Kristin Esch is leading a call for the North Central Region on Thursday, July 23, at 10:00am, 
Central time.  Regulators, inspectors, educators, and technicians are all invited to join the 
discussion.  If you have specific questions, please submit them to Kristin ahead of time, so she 
can invite the appropriate FDA staff to attend and answer the question.  Let Ellen know if you 
need the call information / link. 

Nominate An Influential Leader in Food Safety 
The Alliance to Stop Food-Borne Illness is seeking nominations for the 40 Under 40 List.  Submit 
your suggestions by July 6.  Nominate influential young leaders today! 

https://www.nifa.usda.gov/grants/funding-opportunities/food-safety-outreach-program
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2026/06/nomination-period-for-food-safety-40-under-40-now-open/?ref=fsn-daily-newsletter


CDC Releases Summary of 2024 Possible Disease Outbreaks 
From the report: During 2024, CDC, with state and regulatory public health partners, 
investigated 203 possible multistate outbreaks, of which 62 were determined to be outbreaks. 
Outbreak investigators solved 45 of the 62 outbreaks (73%). 
Investigators identified a suspected source for 17 outbreaks and a confirmed source for 28 
outbreaks. 
Vegetable row crops, chicken, and dairy caused the most solved foodborne outbreaks (4 
outbreaks each). Seeded vegetables caused by far the most illnesses during 2024 (754). 

WHO Releases Report on Food-Borne Illnesses Around the World 
From the report: “WHO estimates that unsafe food causes around 
866 million illnesses and 1.5 million deaths annually, many of 
which could be prevented with measures including improved 
water, sanitation and hygiene, food safety practices such as 
pasteurization and access to health care for vulnerable 
populations. Although the total foodborne disease burden has 
declined since 2000, major regional inequalities persist, with the 
greatest burden in Africa and South-East Asia.” 

Lending Library 
The NCR FSMA is organizing a Lending Library for tools and technology.  Growers, processors, 
and educators will be able to check out materials and try them for 90 days.  This should allow 
growers and processors to try different technology and tools that might be helpful in their 
operations.  They can test drive materials before investing money- deciding if the technology 
works in an operation their size or if the tool will actually save them time.  Educators can borrow 
technology to demonstrate in their trainings for growers and processors. The materials will be 
stored in a trailer that also contains several water treatment technologies.  Starting late this 
summer, the trailer will be available to travel to field days or trainings for local growers and 
processors in the Midwest.  Participants will be able to check out materials at those events.  
Please contact us to get on the schedule! 

Joint PSA Trainings 
Plans were made on June 29 for offering joint, remote PSA trainings in the North Central Region 
this fall and winter.  If you’re a PSA trainer who is intersted in being part of these trainings, 
please be sure to complete the scheduling form by July 17.  Please let Ellen know what 
questions you have or to suggest changes. 

Share Your Stories 
At our NCR FSMA webinar in September (Sept. 17, at 2:00pm, Central time), 
we’re going to celebrate the 10th anniversary of the FSPCA and PSA Trainings 
with trainers from around the country!  We’re going to share funny, odd, and 
heart-warming stories, so please submit your stories now.  Also- start planning 
what produce safety-themed dessert you’ll bring to the virtual party.  

https://www.cdc.gov/foodborne-outbreaks/php/data-research/summary-2024.html?ACSTrackingID=DM156008&ACSTrackingLabel=Food%20Safety%20Updates%20From%20CDC&deliveryName=DM156008
https://www.who.int/news/item/04-06-2026-unsafe-food-causes-866-million-illnesses-and-1.5-million-deaths-annually--young-children-at-highest-risk
https://iastate.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_aXfku3t6lhSU5MO
https://iastate.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_4Nv7WvUIswYShGC
https://www.ncrfsma.org/tool-and-technology-lending-library


Purdue University is hosting a webinar series this summer!  This is an annual program organized 
to provide continual consumer food safety education for educators and extension volunteers 
through expert-led presentations. The program this year will focus on these topics:  
Observations of Consumer Food Handling: Implications for Food Safety Messages Serving up 
Food Safety During an After-School Cooking Club Considerations for Communicating with 
Home-Based (Cottage) Food Producers The webinars will happen on July 1, 8, and 15, at 
12:00noon, Central time.  Dr. Nicole Arnold, from The Ohio State University, will be presenting 
on July 15. 

FDA Seeks Feedback on FTR 
The FDA is inviting and encouraging comments on several proposed flexibilities to compliance 
with the Food Traceability Rule.  Feedback should respond to specific questions in the discussion 
document.  Please submit your comments by July 15 to https://www.regulations.gov, Docket No. 
FDA-2014-N-0053. 

FSOP Webinar 
You can find the recording of the FSOP project directors’ meeting online.  It will be posted to the 
Food Safety Clearinghouse soon. 

Toll-Free Hotline for the Ag Water Rules 
The toll-free hotline to ask questions about the agricultural water rules is now open!  Speak with 
the team and receive a researched, expert-approved answer within 72 hours. 1-855-WATR RUL  
(1-855-928-7785) 
The call line is open on Tuesdays and Thursdays, from 9:00am-4:00pm, Eastern time.  Growers 
can call now! 

Fall Professional Development Event 
Mark your calendar for the NCR FSMA Fall Professional Development Event. 
It will be held in the muck agricultural region of Ohio on October 27-28.  
The two closest airports are Cleveland and Toledo (both about an hour’s 
drive).  Educators, regulators, and technicians who work with the Produce 
Safety Rule are encouraged to attend!  Plans are being made for farm tours, 
professional development sessions from PSA staff, and a session specifically 

for inspectors.  Registration will open July 20. 

Additional NCR FSMA Funding Is Available 
Please apply for an NCR FSMA stipend if you need to fund travel; professional development 
expenses; or trainings for local growers/processors.  You can use these funds to attend NCR 
FSMA events and other events, including virtual trainings. 
There are a small number of stipends available for creating new resources and reviewing 
resources through the Clearinghouse.  Please contact Ellen with questions about the stipends 
and apply online. 

2026 Summer School for Consumer Food Safety Education 

https://ag.purdue.edu/news/department/foodsci/feng-news/2026/06/2026-summer-school.html
https://www.fda.gov/media/192696/download?attachment&ref=foodsafetynews.com
https://iastate.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_81EIXp8r0eMEVZY
https://youtu.be/TwKX8Yeulx4
https://www.regulations.gov/
https://www.fda.gov/media/192696/download?attachment&ref=foodsafetynews.com


Update Your Clearinghouse Profile 
How to and Why You Should Update Your Clearinghouse Profile: Consider 
adding a photo, links to your LinkedIn profile, or website. If you are not 
displayed in the directory, you will need to opt-in. 
A completed directory profile makes it easy for others in the food safety 
community to find your information and make a connection.  Contact Annie 
Fitzgerald for directions on how to update your profile. 

Highlighted FSOP Award 
Manreet Bhullar is the project director for the “Leveraging Augmented 
Reality Tools for Produce Safety Education and Training.”  This collaborative 
education and trainin gproject is based on at Kansas State University.  The 
overarching goal is to improve understanding of produce safety best 
practices and compliance with the FSMA PSR, particularly with growers in 
KS, MO, and SD.  They are creating and implementing innovative augmented 
reality (AR) educational resources on produce safety topics for produce 

growers through a multi-state collaboration. 

NCR FSMA Meetings 
The next NCR FSMA webinar will meet July 16, at 2:00pm, Central time. Byron Chaves will be 
speaking about Validation, continuing the conversation from the annual conference.  

Past Webinars-   Stephanie Brown, from the University of Florida, spoke about Traceability Rule: 
Resources and Training Opportunities.  You can watch the recording of in the NCR FSMA Box. 
The slides from Stephanie’s presentation are also available in the folder.  Please let us know if 
you need access to the Box. 

The state inspectors/regulators will meet next on Friday, August 7, at 9am, Central time. 

The meeting for data/inventory/outreach staff will be Friday, July 17, at 9am, Central time. 

The meeting for program managers will be Tuesday, July 14, at 10am, Central time. 

Please let us know if you need the call information/link for any of these meetings. 

Upcoming Trainings for Growers and Processors 
Looking for a training for growers or processors?  You can find the upcoming trainings on the 
Produce Safety Alliance or Food Safety Preventive Controls Alliance websites.  Food Traceability 
Rule trainings can be found on the FSPCA website. 

https://iastate.box.com/s/rex8zoqwzfem9dyc6vv8lqicirb9xrrd
https://cals.cornell.edu/produce-safety-alliance/training/grower-training-course/upcoming-grower-trainings
https://fspca.my.site.com/FSPCA/s/courselist?language=en_US


Follow us on Facebook Visit our website 

Thank you for your continued involvement with the NCR FSMA! 

Sincerely, 
NCR FSMA Project Team 
Arlene Enderton, Dan Fillius, Phil Tocco, Byron Chaves, and Ellen Johnsen 

This work is supported by the Food Safety Outreach Program [grant no. 2024-70020-42954] 
from the USDA National Institute of Food and Agriculture. 

Any opinions, findings, conclusions, or recommendations expressed in this publication are those 
of the author(s) and should not be construed to represent any official USDA or U.S. Government 

determination or policy. 

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach is an equal opportunity provider. 
For the full non-discrimination statement or accommodation inquiries, go to 

www.extension.iastate.edu/legal 

If you’d like to be removed from the NCR FSMA mailing list, please let us know. 

https://www.facebook.com/NCRFSMA
https://www.ncrfsma.org/
https://iastate.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_0DvgJ2pUHJvxKTA
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/legal
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