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NCR FSMA Annual Conference
P= The NCR FSMA Annual Conference was held May 5-6, in Des Moines, lowa,

| with a virtual option.
‘ You can see pictures and slides from the event in the NCR FSMA Box. It

I was great to gather with 34 people in person and 20 online! Thanks for

Il making the effort to gather with this amazing group of colleagues. If you
applied for a travel stipend and haven’t submitted an invoice/
receipts for your expenses, please email those to Ellen. (It’s not too late to apply for a stipend.)

Environmental Monitoring Course
- S ll We had a great time learning about environmental monitoring in Des Moines,
. J after the annual conference. If you're interested in the course, we're planning
= ves another one in the Kansas City area this fall. Contact Ellen if you’d like to host
an EMP course or Sanitation Controls Practitioner Program (SCPP).
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NCR FSMA Evaluation Report

In 2025, the NCR FSMA evaluator looked at seven evaluation methods. You can read Arlene’s
full report on our website. The report also reports on the work accomplished under each of the
Center’s five objectives.

Summer Writing Accountability Group
SOk The Summer Writing Accountability Group returns for its third year—don’t miss
WRITING this opportunity to stay focused and productive.

L Register today for the Annual Summer Writing Accountability Group led by
Shannon Coleman (Associate Professor & State Extension Specialist, Consumer
Food Safety, Louisiana State University AgCenter), meeting Tuesdays from 11
am to 1 pm CST via Zoom, June 2 through July 14, 2026. Open to faculty, staff,
and graduate students. Sign Up Soon.

This work is supported by the Food Safety Outreach Program [grant no. 2023-70020-40631]
from the USDA National Institute of Food and Agriculture.



https://www.ncrfsma.org/annual-conference
https://iastate.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_81EIXp8r0eMEVZY
https://lsu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_8k7elfmoomPTnPE
https://www.ncrfsma.org/files/page/files/2025_ncr_fsma_annual_evaluation_report.pdf

FDA Human Foods Priorities

The FDA’s Human Foods Program (HFP) 2026 Priority Deliverables highlighted FDA’s commitment
to driving a prevention-based approach to reducing foodborne illness from microbiological
contaminants.

Inflation Adjusted Numbers Released
The FDA has recently published the 2025 numbers and the updated 3-year averages
for the FSMA inflation adjusted cut-offs. You can find the newest numbers on their

-lll website.

Lending Library
R The NCR FSMA is organizing a Lending Library for tools and technology.
torery Growers, processors, and educators will be able to check out materials
and try them for 90 days. This should allow growers and processors to try
different technology and tools that might be helpful in their operations.
They can test drive materials before investing money- deciding if the
technology works in an operation their size or if the tool will actually save
them time.
Educators can borrow technology to demonstrate in their trainings for growers and processors.
The materials will be stored in a trailer that also contains several water treatment technologies.
Starting late this summer, the trailer will be available to travel to field days or trainings for local
growers and processors. Participants will be able to check out materials at those events. Please
contact us to get on the schedule!

Joint PSA Trainings

Would your state be interested in offering remote Produce Safety Alliance grower trainings in
conjunction with other North Central Region states? If so, please complete this poll to let us
know your availability. If none of those times work and you are interested, please let Ellen
know. At our first meeting, we will discuss logistics about sharing costs and scheduling trainers.

IAFP Conference

The International Association for Food Protection invites you to attend its Annual Meeting,
IAFP 2026, from July 26-29, in vibrant New Orleans, Louisiana. Thousands of attendees from six
continents will come together to explore, share insights, and foster valuable connections on
emerging and ongoing topics in food safety.

2026 FSPCA Annual Conference

The FSPCA Annual Conference returns November 17-18, 2026, at the Chicago Marriott Burr
Ridge, marking their 10th anniversary of bringing the food safety community together. This
year’s theme, “Advancing Global Implementation of FSMA Regulations Through Education and
Outreach,” celebrates the power of collaboration in strengthening preventive food safety
systems around the world. The hotel room block is now open, and conference registration and
the full agenda will be announced soon.



https://www.fda.gov/food/hfp-constituent-updates/hfp-advances-collaborative-vision-enhancing-food-safety?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fda.gov/food/food-safety-modernization-act-fsma/fsma-inflation-adjusted-cut-offs
https://www.fspca.net/events
https://www.foodprotection.org/annualmeeting/
https://whenisgood.net/rejxhab
https://www.ncrfsma.org/tool-and-technology-lending-library

Ag Water Webinar
Tigy: The “Updates to the FSMA Produce Safety Rule & Agriculture Water”
Agrcutura 8 \vebinar was held in April. The recording is now available.

Hydroponics Workshop

Purdue University is offering an in-person workshop on Hydroponic Crop Production on Sept.
19. It will be held from 8:30 am to 3:30 pm, in West Lafayette, IN. The workshop is a perfect
opportunity to learn about hydroponic crop production for home and commercial-scale
operations. Registration costs $60 per person, which includes lunch.

FDA Meeting and Training for the Food Traceability Rule

The FDA is hosting a virtual, public meeting on June 15, to give the public an opportunity to
share information on implementation of the Food Traceability Rule and areas of remaining
concern, specifically as they relate to lot-level tracking and flexibilities for compliance. The
public meeting is free and open to the public, but registration is necessary to attend. General
registration will remain open until June 14, but individuals who want to speak during the
public comment period must register by June 5.

The FDA, in partnership with the FSPCA, have launched a new training curriculum on the Food
Traceability Rule (FTR). The course, titled “FSPCA FTR Training for the Food Industry,” is a core,
industry-oriented training that provides participants with the foundational knowledge that is
needed to understand and comply with the Food Traceability Rule. Registration for participant
courses is now available on the FSPCA website along with information for prospective Lead
Instructor candidates.

FSOP Webinar

Recipients of the USDA NIFA Food Safety Outreach Project grants will be
presenting at a national webinar on June 10, from 1:00-2:30pm, Central time.
Please save the date! Registration is required for this free event. Everyone is

~ invited to learn what is happening around the country and potentially connect
with educators working on similar projects to yours. You might gain ideas for your
next proposal, as well.

Two project directors from the North Central Region will be presenting.

SAVE THE DATE!

Toll-Free Hotline for the Ag Water Rules

The toll-free hotline to ask questions about the agricultural water rules is now open! Speak with
the team and receive a researched, expert-approved answer within 72 hours.

1-855-WATR RUL (1-855-928-7785)

The call line is open on Tuesdays and Thursdays, from 9:00am-4:00pm, Eastern time. Growers
can call now!



https://youtu.be/Ywoa1UjEeeo
https://purdue.ca1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_26qi9wNfZNvlo1g
https://ufl.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_LrYTclRsTYOt34MEzYBJUg
https://www.fda.gov/food/hfp-constituent-updates/fda-announces-availability-industry-training-food-traceability-rule?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fda.gov/food/workshops-meetings-webinars-food-and-dietary-supplements/fda-public-meeting-challenges-and-solutions-lot-level-food-traceability-06152026

Fall Professional Development Event

Mark your calendar for the NCR FSMA Fall Professional Development Event. It will
be held somewhere in Ohio on October 27-28. Educators, regulators, and
technicians who work with the Produce Safety Rule are encouraged to attend! Plans
are being made for farm tours, professional development sessions from PSA staff,
and a session specifically for inspectors.

USDA Re-organization

The USDA recently announced a reorganization of the Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS).
The new system will modernize operations, streamline support functions and better align the
agency with the nation’s agricultural landscape. As part of this effort, USDA will establish a new
National Food Safety Center (NFSC) in Urbandale, lowa, which will serve as the primary hub for
FSIS administrative, technical and support operations.

Additional NCR FSMA Funding Is Available

Please apply for an NCR FSMA stipend if you need to fund travel; professional development
expenses; or trainings for local growers/processors. You can use these funds to attend NCR
FSMA events and other events.

There are a small number of stipends available for creating new resources and reviewing
resources through the Clearinghouse. Please contact Ellen with questions about the stipends

and apply online.

Highlighted FSOP Award

Pei Liu, Annalisa Hultberg, and Touria Eaton are leading an FSOP project named, “Developing a
Collaborative Education and Training Program to Advance Food Safety for Hmong Growers.”

This project builds on a previous FSOP project and aims to address barriers for Hmong growers
to acess tailored food safety education that reflects the values, practices, and learning
preferences of Hmong growers. You can learn more about this project by attending the National
Project Directors’ FSOP Webinar on June 10. Annalisa will be presenting about their work.

NCR FSMA Meetings

The next NCR FSMA webinar will meet June 18, at 2:00pm, Central time. Stephanie Brown,
from the University of Florida, will be speaking about Traceability Rule: Resources and Training
Opportunities. Please submit any questions you have to Stephanie before the webinar, so she
can be sure to answer those in the presentation.

Past Webinars- On May 21, Kristen Newman from the Great )
Plains ADA Center spoke about You Pick operations and service @&
animals. Julie Garden-Robinson also shared about a project in

North Dakota that connect local tribes’ indigenous food and y
produce safety. You can watch the recording of in the NCR y
FSMA Box. Please let us know if you need access to the Box.



https://www.usda.gov/about-usda/news/press-releases/2026/04/23/usda-announces-food-safety-and-inspection-service-reorganization-establishes-national-food-safety
https://iastate.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_81EIXp8r0eMEVZY
https://iastate.box.com/s/rex8zoqwzfem9dyc6vv8lqicirb9xrrd
https://iastate.box.com/s/rex8zoqwzfem9dyc6vv8lqicirb9xrrd
https://portal.nifa.usda.gov/enterprise-search/projects/1030858

The state inspectors/regulators will meet next on Friday, August 7, at 9am, Central time.
The meeting for data/inventory/outreach staff will be Friday, July 17, at 9am, Central time.
The meeting for program managers will be Tuesday, June 9, at 10am, Central time.

Please let us know if you need the call information/link for any of these meetings.

Upcoming Trainings for Growers and Processors

Looking for a training for growers or processors? You can find the upcoming trainings on the
Produce Safety Alliance or Food Safety Preventive Controls Alliance websites. Food Traceability
Rule trainings can be found on the FSPCA website.

Follow us on Facebook Visit our website
Thank you for your continued involvement with the NCR FSMA!

Sincerely,
NCR FSMA Project Team
Byron Chaves, Arlene Enderton, Dan Fillius, Phil Tocco, and Ellen Johnsen

This work is supported by the Food Safety Outreach Program [grant no. 2024-70020-42954]
from the USDA National Institute of Food and Agriculture.

USDA National Institute of Food and Agriculture
S U-S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Any opinions, findings, conclusions, or recommendations expressed in this publication are those
of the author(s) and should not be construed to represent any official USDA or U.S. Government
determination or policy.

lowa State University Extension and Outreach is an equal opportunity provider.
For the full non-discrimination statement or accommodation inquiries,
go to www.extension.iastate.edu/legal

If you'd like to be removed from the NCR FSMA mailing list, please let us know.



https://cals.cornell.edu/produce-safety-alliance/training/grower-training-course/upcoming-grower-trainings
https://fspca.my.site.com/FSPCA/s/courselist?language=en_US
https://iastate.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_0DvgJ2pUHJvxKTA
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/legal
https://www.ncrfsma.org/
https://www.facebook.com/NCRFSMA
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