
March 2026

NCR FSMA Evaluation										       
The NCR FSMA is evaluating its work again this year.  Could you please take a few 
minutes to complete this evaluation survey?  The last day to complete the survey 
is March 15.  If you shared your thoughts after the Feb. 16 email or during the Feb. 
webinar, you do not need to complete this again.  Thanks!

Juice HACCP course										        
The NCR FSMA is offering a virtual Juice HACCP course the week of April 13.  The class will meet 
for four hours per day, April 13-16.  The hours are 9am to 1pm, Central time.  For educators and 
processors in the Midwest, the registration fee will be $300.  It will be $600 for anyone outside 
the region.  Byron Chaves will be leading the course virtually.  Registration is open for everyone 
now.  Registration closes April 6.  

NCR FSMA Annual Conference								      
The NCR FSMA Annual Conference will be held May 5-6, in Des Moines, 
Iowa, with a virtual option.  The in-person event will be held at the World 
Food Prize Hall of Laureates (pictured here).  Registration for the in-person 
event costs $75, which includes several meals.  Registration for the virtual 
option is $10.  Use the same link to register for either option.  Registration 
is open now until April 21.  

All produce safety educators, regulators, and non-profit staff are invited to attend!  We will 
be covering produce safety from both the grower and processor perspective.  Confirmed 
speakers include Pratik Banerjee, Byron Chaves, Phil Tocco, Kristin Esch, Manreet Bhullar, 
Kantha Channiah, Arlene Enderton, Nicole Baysal, and John Krzton-Presson.  We’ll also get 
presentations from lots of national organizations, like the PSA, FSPCA, IFAI, LSFC, NASDA, 
NECAFS, and the Southern Center.  Several FDA departments will be sharing about their work.  
Plans are being made for a farm/processing facility tour.  

Environmental Monitoring Course							     
After the annual conference, on May 7, an in-person, environmental monitoring program course 
will be held, led by Byron Chaves.  You will need to register for this course separately from the 
conference.  This course costs $20 and includes lunch.  Regulators, educators, non-profit staff 
are invited.  Local growers and processors are also invited to the environmental monitoring 
course.  

https://iastate.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_7VYLhCXEeCYfqd0
https://www.ncrfsma.org/juice-haccp-training
https://www.ncrfsma.org/annual-conference
https://www.ncrfsma.org/annual-conference


IFAI Annual Report										        
The Indigenous Food and Agriculture Initiative recently released its 2025 annual report.

CPS Research Symposium									       
The Center for Produce Safety Research Symposium will happen June 16-17, in Nashville, 
Tennessee.  Event registration, hotel reservations, and the agenda will be available on 
March 2. 

FSPCA Preventive Controls Human Food V2.0 Lead Instructor		
Did you know you can attend an FSPCA course for free?  The NIFA FSOP 
Collaborative Education and Training program is now accepting applications from 
regional and land grant Lead Instructors to receive grant-funded tuition to the 
FSPCA Preventive Controls Human Food V2.0 Lead Instructor training.   

Eligible candidates include:
•	 U.S. based university faculty and academic staff
•	 Extension specialists within the Land Grant networks
•	 Instructors with community-based organizations , local food hubs, or non-profits who have 

worked closely with the FSMA Centers under the NIFA grants  (so anyone who receives this 
email and has interacted with the NCR FSMA) 

Additional NCR FSMA Funding Is Available						               
Please apply for an NCR FSMA stipend if you need to fund travel; professional development 
expenses; or trainings for local growers/processors.  You can use these funds to attend NCR 
FSMA events and other events.
There are a small number of stipends available for creating new resources and reviewing 
resources through the Clearinghouse.  Please contact Ellen with questions about the stipends 
and apply online. 

Toll-Free Hotline for the Ag Water Rules						    
The NCR FSMA is starting a toll-free hotline to answer people’s questions about the agricultural 
water rules.  Growers can call on Tuesdays and Thursdays, between the hours of 9 and 4pm, 
Eastern time.  Someone will collect information and pass it along to an expert.  The expert will 
return the caller’s call within 48 hours.  The service will open on April 15.
Is there a conference happening near you where we should promote this project (especially one 
that might include members of the Plain Community)?  Please let Ellen know.  We can also send 
you business cards to distribute.

Falcons as Pest Control									       
There’s new research showing that falcons can reduce food safety risks in cherry 
orchards.  Learn more about these findings and learn how growers can entice 
falcons to settle near their fields.

https://indigenousfoodandag.com/news/press-release/2025-annual-report/
https://www.centerforproducesafety.org/our-events
https://www.ifpti.org/nifa-li-tuition-grant-application?ss_source=sscampaigns&ss_campaign_id=696028e23e63922010379b1c&ss_email_id=69611548d2a56d301d20d03f&ss_campaign_name=Fees+Waived+for+FSPCA+Lead+Instructor+Training&ss_campaign_sent_date=2026-01-09T14%3A49%3A06Z
https://iastate.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_81EIXp8r0eMEVZY
https://www.ncrfsma.org/water-rule-questions
https://www.ncrfsma.org/water-rule-questions
https://www.dailypress.net/news/michigan-news-apwire/2026/01/on-michigan-cherry-farms-small-falcons-are-improving-food-safety/?ref=foodsafetynews.com


FDA Updates Seal										        
For its 120th year of serving the American people, the FDA has updated its seal.  Read about the 
symbolism of the new seal on their website.

Specialty Crop Growers Eligible for Federal Payments				  
Did you hear that specialty crop growers are eligible for federal payments under 
the Assistance for Specialty Crop Farmers (ASCF)?  Growers must submit their 
application, including their acres in certain crops, by March 13.
 

Adjacent Land Use Survey									       
Researchers Virginia Tech are working on a risk ranking model for adjacent land use.  The survey 
takes 15 min or less, and they would appreciate insight from around the country.  The target 
audiences are regulatory, research, and educational professionals.  

Job Opening											         
Texas Tech University is hiring an Assistant Professor in Precision Nutritionand Food Microbiome 
Interfaces.  The successful candidate will also contribute to teaching and mentoring in the 
Animal and Food Sciences Department.  Apply by March 20.  Contact Angela Walla with 
questions.

Highlighted FSOP Award									       
The Wisconsin Tribal Conservation Advisory Council received an FSOP grant that expires this 
spring.  Intertribal Produce-Food Safety Training for Farm-Grown and Traditional Foods project 
has been working with indigenous growers to improve food safety practices.  They have hosted 
several PSA trainings for tribal producers, including growers who contribute to the Tribal Elder 
Food Box program.

New Resources on the Clearinghouse							     
The Food Safety Clearinghouse has been updated!  The search function 
has been improved and new categories for resources have been 
developed.  New pictures and videos have also been collected into 
searchable collections.  For more information on the updates, please 
watch Phil Tocco’s recorded presentation during the February webinar 

or plan to attend the NCR FSMA annual conference where Annie Fitzgerald (who works with the 
Clearinghouse) will be sharing.

NCR FSMA Meetings										        
The next NCR FSMA webinar will not meet in March.  The third Thursday of this month is spring 
break for many institutions, so we are also taking a spring break from the webinars.

Past Webinars-  In February, Phil Tocco spoke about the Food Safety Clearinghouse and the new 
media library.  You can find the recording of the meeting in the  NCR FSMA Box.  Please let us 
know if you need access to the Box.

https://www.fda.gov/news-events/fda-voices/special-year-new-seal-and-renewed-commitment-american-people?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://virginiatech.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_5uLYBRFptfo6eKa
https://sjobs.brassring.com/TGnewUI/Search/home/HomeWithPreLoad?partnerid=25898&siteid=5637&PageType=JobDetails&jobid=907152#jobDetails=907152_5637
https://wtcac.org/
https://foodsafetyclearinghouse.org/
https://iastate.box.com/s/rex8zoqwzfem9dyc6vv8lqicirb9xrrd


The state inspectors/regulators will meet next on Friday, May 1, at 9am, Central time.  

The meeting for data/inventory/outreach staff will be Friday, March 20, at 9am, Central time.  

The meeting for program managers will be Tuesday, March 10, at 10am, Central time.

Please let us know if you need the call information/link for any of these meetings.

Upcoming Trainings for Growers and Processors					   
Looking for a training for growers or processors?  You can find the upcoming trainings on the 
Produce Safety Alliance or Food Safety Preventive Controls Alliance websites.

Follow us on Facebook						      Visit our website

Thank you for your continued involvement with the NCR FSMA!

Sincerely,
NCR FSMA Project Team  
Byron Chaves, Arlene Enderton, Phil Tocco, Ellen Johnsen, and Dan Fillius
	  

This work is supported by the Food Safety Outreach Program [grant no. 2024-70020-42954]  
from the USDA National Institute of Food and Agriculture.

Any opinions, findings, conclusions, or recommendations expressed in this publication are those 
of the author(s) and should not be construed to represent any official USDA or U.S. Government 

determination or policy.

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach is an equal opportunity provider.  
For the full non-discrimination statement or accommodation inquiries,  

go to www.extension.iastate.edu/legal

If you’d like to be removed from the NCR FSMA mailing list, please let us know.

https://cals.cornell.edu/produce-safety-alliance/training/grower-training-course/upcoming-grower-trainings
https://fspca.my.site.com/FSPCA/s/courselist?language=en_US
https://www.facebook.com/NCRFSMA
https://www.ncrfsma.org/
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/legal
https://iastate.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_0DvgJ2pUHJvxKTA
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